Stotra Literature: Meaning and Meter

What is Stotra? Why do we talk to or about the Divine?
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(2.) atitah panthanarh tava ca mahima van-manasayor
atad-vyavrttya yam cakitam abhidhatte srutir api

sa kasya stotavyah kati-vidha-gunah kasya visayah
pade tvarvacine patati na manah kasya na vacah
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§antam sasvatam aprameyam anagharh nirvana-$anti-pradam
brahma-$§ambhu-phanindra-sevyam ani$arh vedanta-vedyarm vibhum
ramakhyarh jagad-1§varar sura-gururnh maya-manusyarn harirh

vande'harm karunakararh raghu-vararh bhiipala-ctidamanim



vidyud-udyotvat-prasphurad-vasasarn
pravrad-ambhodavat prollasad-vigraham
vanyaya malaya $obhitorasthalarh
lohitanghri-dvayarh varijaksarh bhaje
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§aranarh bhavantam atikarunikarh bhava bhakti-gamyam adhigamya janah
jita-mrtyavo'jita bhavanti bhaye sasurasurasya jagatah Saranam
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(6.) sarvarh me $iva-satya-sundaramayarn stat paritam kanksitam
nabhavah kvacid indire mama patho rundhyad gateh sattvikan
dharmarthau suhrdau sadaiva bhavatarn mun-mangaladhayakau
sraddham bhaktimatirm pradaya suhitarh dattarh mano-vafichitam
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(3.) mahatah paritah prasarpatas tamaso dar§ana-bhedino bhide

dina-natha iva svatejasa hrdaya-vyomni manag udehi nah



pracyarh raksa praticyam ca candike raksa daksine
bhramanenatmasilasya uttarasyar tathe$vari
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18. abadha-marana-bhayarcisa ciraya
plustebhyo bhava mahata bhavanalena
nirvanarh samupagamena yacchate te

bijanarh prabhava namostu jivanaya
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(7.) trayi sankhyarn yogah pasupatimatarn vaisnavam iti

prabhinne prasthane param idam adah pathyam iti ca
rucinam vaicitryad-rju-kutila-nana-patha-jusarn
nrnam eko gamyas tvam asi payasam arnava iva
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(1.) na mantrarh no yantrarn tadapi ca na jane stutim aho

na cahvanam dhyanarh tadapi ca na jane stuti-kathah
na jane mudraste tadapi ca na jane vilapanarh



pararh jane matas tvad-anusaranam klesa-haranam
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(10.) apatsu magnah smaranarh tvadiyam

karomi durge karunarnavesi
naitacchathatvarh mama bhavayethah

ksudhatrsarta jananirh smaranti

Psalm 73:1-28 NIV~ When my heart was grieved and my soul
embittered ... I was a brute beast before you.. Yet I am always with you ; you
hold me by my right hand.
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$aranar tarunendu-$ekharah §aranarh me giri-raja-kanyaka

§aranam punar eva tavubhau $aranarh nanyad upaimi daivatam
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(3.) satyapi bhedapagame
natha tavaharh na mamakinas tvam,
samudro hi tarangah,

kvacana samudro na tarangah.
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man-nathah srijagan-natho mad-guruh srijagad-guruh

madatma sarva-bhatatma tasmai $rigurave namah (12.)
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(13.) gurur adir anadis$ca guruh parama-daivatam

guroh paratararh nasti tasmai $rigurave namah
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tvam eva mata ca pita tvam eva
tvam eva bandhus$ca sakha tvam eva
tvam eva vidya dravinarh tvam eva

tvam eva sarvarh mama devadevah






